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Neighborhood studies will result in new
programs for Park Neighborhoods’ residents

Since June, 2013, staff and interns at Urban Anthropology
Inc. have been conducting door-to-door surveys in the
Park Neighborhoods. Over 240 people were interviewed
between June and November. These include (1) surveys
about favorite events and places in Bay View (2) surveys
of neighborhood satisfaction in western Bay View, Baran
Park, Lincoln Village, and Forest Home Hills neighbor-
hoods; and (3) branding surveys in Baran Park, Lincoln
Village, and Forest Home Hills.

Lincoln Village /Baran Park choices

When asked to define the vision they wanted for Baran
Park and Lincoln Village in the next five years, residents’
clear choice (among 13 options) was “It's a beautiful
neighborhood of parks and churches.” In order to address
neighborhood beauty, Urban Anthropology Inc. will be
working with some elected official, the Lincoln Village
Business Association, and the Basilica of St. Josaphat to en-
hance the beauty of this area. The coalition will begin with
the area defined as the Kosciuszko Circle, which includes
the blocks around the park and 6th Street between Lincoln
and Becher. Once the Kosciuszko Circle has been beauti-
fied, the coalition will move outwards in concentric circles
to include all the rest of the two neighborhoods.

Funding cuts lead to discontinued services

Skating on the pond at Kosciuszko Park ends

In 2014 Urban Anthropology will begin to experiencing the effects of funding cuts in its neighbor-
hood service component. This means less time to serve residents. The executive director; Rick
Petrie, is down to 13 paid hours a week. Staff at UrbAn will continue to volunteer to try and make
up services, but some loss is inevitable. This includes the following.

* [ce skating at Kosciuszko Park, that had been held when the ice froze completely through, will be

discontinued, beginning 2014.

Kosciuszko Circle project

Much has already been done to beautify this area, including
the restoration of the Kosciuszko Monument and the devel-
opment of the Kosciuszko Square around the monument,
in the park. This was done by a Restore the Kosciuszko
Monument committee that raised over $300,000 for this ef-
fort during the past five years. Lincoln Village resident Judy
Ramazini was the vice chair of this committee.

In the next five years, the following beautification projects
will be implemented in the Kosciuszko Circle project.

e New art will replace the deteriorating art on the former
Youth Art Pillars in the park at 7th and Lincoln Avenue. The
art has been completed by the South Side Artist Guild and is
awaiting installation by a contractor.

(continued on back page)

o Office hours to serve residents will be cut from 20 a week to 15.

Urban Anthropology is doing everything in its power to try and raise money so future service k,

cuts can be avoided.

Urban Anthropology Inc now has permanent Spanish-speaking staff

Sponsored by program at UCC

Beginning in 2014, Urban Anthropology Inc. (UrbAn) will have
permanent Spanish-speaking staff. UrbAn has never been
without a Spanish-speaking intern, consultant, or volunteer that
was available to serve residents who were only Spanish speak-
ing, but now the staff member will be permanent. This is due

to a wonderful program sponsored by the United Community
Center that, through W-2 resources, is able to send out bilingual

individuals to help community-based organizations like UrbAn.

The need for a permanent staff member that could speak
Spanish arose when Urban Anthropology Inc. made the decision
to apply for a TIN designation for the Lincoln Village neighbor-
hood (see above article). While few, if any; residents in the first
concentric circle are Spanish speaking only;, residents in concen-
tric circles for the future are.

Stay tuned next month for an introduction to UrbAn’s new
staff addition.
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