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Lincoln Village’s most
interesting people
Josta Renz

Raised to be a cultural activist

Josta Renz chose her residence across
the street from Kosciuszko Park in part
because of the diversity of the neigh-
borhood. As a child she accompanied
her mother on Civil Rights marches.
“We had bomb threats so bad that my
brother and [ were sent out of state,”
she recalls. When the race riots were
followed by the series of assassinations,
Josta’s mother decided to take her chil-
dren to Germany. Between the 2nd and
the 6th grades, Josta’s family divided
their time between the US and Europe,
giving her a unique cultural perspective.

While she looks more like an Irish
banshee than a person of color; Josta’s
background includes Ojibwe and North
Carolina Cherokee ancestors.

Recalling the stigma of racism

“Here my mother’s best friend was
an African American named Mrs. Scott,”
Josta said. The woman'’s daughter was
also Josta’s friend. Josta recalls a day
when she was playing with her friend
in her bedroom and her mother was
having coffee with Mrs. Scott. Suddenly
she heard her mother scream out angry
words. When Josta came running to Lour SpOIlSOI‘S _
find out what the problem was, her incoln Village has become a Healthy Neighborhood through these Urban Anthropology Inc. sponsors.
mother explained that Mrs. Scott had
just told her about an ugly episode she

had gone through “just because she was
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Help available in owning a home in
Lincoln Village /Baran Park

Urban Anthropology Inc. now has a real estate agent to act as
the residents’ own agent in purchasing a home in Lincoln Village.
His name is Chris Trotter. Each month, this newsletter will post a
website for all homes for sale in Lincoln Village. The link is:
http://public.mlswis.com/link.html?rjjkzf7bjdq,,1

To access your own agent at no cost, and to learn the latest on home
buying grants and loans, call Urban Anthropology at 271-9417.
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a Negro.” Josta remembers going back

to her room to join her black friend.
Shaking, Josta said: “I'm so glad you’re not
a Negro.”

Childhood to adulthood

As an adult, Josta was married, divorced,
and had twin sons. Both sons became ice
dance champions and coaches. Josta never
forgot her activist upbringing. She imple-
mented the first Milwaukee recycling
program at Peltz Brothers and began
an after school program with and about
minorities in the MPS system. With St.
Francis of Assisi as her model, Josta Renz
also rehabilitates the neighborhood’s stray
and sick animals.




